Top 10 foreclosure markets
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Where the action is – highest portion of households in foreclosure, from RealtyTrac.

Greeley, CO

Median home price: $163,700
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.59%
Change since January: 14.7%

Aggressive residential development and risky loan underwriting have combined with stagnant wages to give this area a foreclosure rate about seven times higher than the national average.

Detroit, MI

Median home price: $118,800
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.51%
Change since January: 81.1%

The auto industry shows no sign of recovery; Ford just announced a quarterly loss of $5.8 billion. Houses are hard to unload at any price.

Miami, FL

Median home price: $349,900
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.37%
Change since January: 91.2%

A cooling economy, plus rises in property insurance premiums, energy prices and interest rates have made it tougher for home owners, especially for those who bought in at recent high prices.

Indianapolis, IN

Median home price: $123,000
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.35%
Change since January: -16.3%

This big automotive industry supplier city has suffered economic setbacks and falling home prices have made it more difficult for homeowners in jeopardy from bailing out with some profit.

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Median home price: $360,800
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.34%
Change since January: 118.5%

Many of the properties entering into foreclosure proceedings in South Florida do not move through the entire process. Steep rises in prices the past few years enable many owners to sell out before losing their properties entirely.

Denver, CO

Median home price: $246,300
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.33%
Change since January: 9.2%

The impact from past job layoffs in the telecommunications industry and a building boom that ran past demand have finally hit this otherwise booming city and made it harder for homeowners to unload their properties at a profit.

Dayton, OH

Median home price: $117,400
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.33%
Change since January: 12.6%

Advocates for homeowners say lax state regulations have made Ohio owners particularly vulnerable to predatory lenders and boosted the foreclosure rate.

Dallas, TX

Median home price: $156,100
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.31%
Change since January: -34.4%

Thanks to lax regulations on growth, developers have steadily added to housing inventory, which has depressed prices and made it difficult to sell existing homes and get out from under unaffordable mortgages.

Fort Worth, TX

Median home price: $125,900
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.31%
Change since January: -13.4%

Stagnated income and rising property taxes have contributed to the foreclosure spike occurring all over north Texas.

Atlanta, GA

Median home price: $166,800
Portion of households in foreclosure: 0.30%
Change since January: -28.0%

Corporate layoffs and cuts in pension plans have combined with resetting interest rates on ARMs to keep Fulton County foreclosures relatively high.

